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1 Fistand Last Day of School

Aug. 3 In-person begins for gr. K, 1, 6,

1 Early Release Days
(Grades K-8)

and 9, & small groups; digital
learning for remaining grades

Aug. 4 In-person begins for remaining

Planned Digital Learning
Days (all students learn
at home)
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

All students start school on Aug. 3, with a staggered start for in-
person learning. Students in grades K, 1, 6, and 9, and students who
spend the majority of the day in a small group setting will start in-person
learning on Aug. 3, with all other students participating in digital learning
at home. On Aug. 4, in-person learning will begin for all other grades.

On the four planned Digital Learning Days (DLDs)—scheduled through-
out the year for teacher planning/staff development—all students will
learn from home, completing assignments at their own pace. Students
should plan ahead to ensure they have their district-issued devices at
home for planned DLDs.

Early release days are held twice a year in elementary and middle schools to
allow for parent-teacher conferences. School is dismissed 2%2 hours early.

Note: This calendar does not include designated inclement weather
make-up days. GCPS will make up any inclement weather days by using
Digital Learning Days (DLDs), and/or extending the school day or year.

If bad weather causes school to be cancelled or dismissed early, public
announcements will be made on GCPS TV; on the school system’s

website (www.gepsk12.org); on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram; through
SchoolMessenger; and via metro-Atlanta radio and television stations.
Unscheduled DLDs and full-day cancellations usually are announced by 6 a.m.

FIND OUT MORE

e Use the GCPS TV app on Apple, Android, Amazon Fire, and Roku devices to
watch live and on-demand content; stream online at gcpstv.org, or watch on
cable providers Charter (Ch. 180) or Comcast (Ch. 23).

e Watch for weekly email newsletters sharing district news, student and staff
celebrations, GCPS TV programming, “Coffee with Calvin” segments, and
more!

e Attend School Board meetings, typically the third Thursday each month,
view “live” meetings online or on GCPS TV, or view recordings (available the
next day).

FOLLOW US ONLINE

(4
Keep up with school system news and current events online.
Look for these symbols at the bottom of the home page at
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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/gcps-tv/id1506126672
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.maz.combo2849
https://channelstore.roku.com/details/c79cf01e996de8ff62b3e335f44ab022/gcps-tv
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/gcpstv/watch
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/gcpstv/videos
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/gcpstv
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/23296
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/gcpstv/videos/gcps/boe-meetings
http://www.gcpsk12.org
January1-4-Winterbreak(Studentholidays);January5-Studentsreturntoschool/begin2ndsemester;January16-MartinLutherKingJr.Day(Federalobservance)(Studentholiday);

SafetyFirst

The health and safety of GCPS students and staff
is our highest priority. Here are some tips you need
to know and a few ways that you and your family
can help. Make sure your student’s school
has up-to-date contact information for you.

Maintaining a healthy school environment

Cover a cough
or sneeze
with a tissue,
then throw
the tissue in
the trash.

Wash your
hands often with
soap and water
for at least 20
seconds.

Stay home when you are sick,
except to get medical care.

(=

Responding to Lockdowns and Evacuation

If your student’s school has been placed on lockdown or
evacuated, please do not go to the school. Excessive traffic could
interfere with law enforcement efforts or emergency response. The
school will contact you to let you know how to proceed.

Schools go on lockdown when school officials and local law enforcement
authorities determine that conditions outside or inside the school are
unsafe. No one may enter or leave the school until the lockdown is lifted.
This may delay dismissal times.

o A soft lockdown occurs when conditions outside the school are
unsafe. Students and staff continue with a normal school day, but stay
within the building.

Inclement Weather

e |[f bad weather is forecast overnight, GCPS staff drive roads and
bridges across the county to gauge conditions.

¢ Unscheduled digital learning days and full-day cancellations

usually are announced by 6 a.m. Once a decision is made, the district

posts the announcement about school closures on the GCPS website,
GCPS TV, and the district’s Facebook page and Twitter account. GCPS

also notifies metro-Atlanta news outlets and alerts families with a phone

call and optional text message via SchoolMessenger. (Families must
request the text feature.)

o A hard lockdown occurs when conditions inside the school are
unsafe. Students and staff remain in the classroom and safety
procedures are followed until the lockdown is lifted. For their
safety, students should turn off or mute their cellphones as a
ringing phone could alert an aggressor.

Schools are evacuated when the school environment is unsafe
for the students to stay in the building.

For more information about school safety, see the
Safety and Security information on the GCPS website
(www.gcpski2.org/safety).

When inclement weather is predicted, GCPS works with local authorities
to monitor current and expected conditions in the area.

e When bad weather moves in during the school day, district
leaders decide the safest and most efficient way to get students
home. Should GCPS schools release early or cancel afternoon or
evening activities, GCPS notifies parents and community members
via local school communication vehicles and SchoolMessenger
calls and texts, through reports to metro-Atlanta news media, and
posts to the GCPS website, Facebook, and Twitter.

GCPS announces only school closing information. The
school system does not issue an announcement when
school will be in session as scheduled.

Confidential School Safety Tip Line: Call or text 770-822-6513.

Call or text the Tip Line if you think or know that someone is carrying a weapon,

drugs, or alcohol on school property. You do not have to give your name.
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